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The ease with which the conquest of Silesia was
effected, and the loyalty with which its inhabitants held
fast to Prussia during the Seven Years' War, show that
the transfer of allegiance gave no violent shock to their
feelings, and indicate a consciousness on their part that
destiny had bound up their lot with the rising northern
power. On the other side of the mountain chain the
feeling of the population was unmistakably different.
The Catholic Bohemians and Moravians were devotedly
loyal to Austria, as Frederick found to his cost by the
difficulty he experienced in obtaining supplies and in-
formation when he had to make war there.

Strategically the acquisition was of immense impor-
tance. Silesia, when held by Austria, has been compared
to a glacis in front of the great mountain-rampart which
protects Bohemia and Moravia on the north-east As
long as Austria possessed it it was hardly possible for a
Prussian army to penetrate to Vienna, while the Austrians
could at any time march without difficulty into the heart
of the Prussian kinsrdom.

CHAPTER V.

THE SECOND  SILESIAN WAR AND THE PEACE OF
AIX-LA-CHAPELLE.

THE two years following the Peace of Breslau were years
of almost unbroken success for Maria Theresa.   Eng-
land espoused her cause with enthusiasm, and Austrian
besides providing large subsidies sent an army successes.
into Germany, which defeated the French at Dettingen
(June 27, 1743). George  II. himself was present, and